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Welcome to our July edition - 01/07/2021

A message from CEO Paul
Hide
As we crest the peak of maximum daylight
hours and head into the three months of
astronomical summer, we remain very
thankful for the continued high demand
for our members’ products and services.
The economic recovery continues at a
pace greater than forecast and the
remaining restrictions on social activity
and travel continue to result in more time
spent at home, and therefore a sustained
focus on technology and product solutions
that support this change in how we live
our daily lives.
Our sector faces positive challenges in as much as the focus is on securing sufficient
supply to meet the unprecedented demand, with many brands continuing to enjoy
record UK sales. Of course, there are many challenges to overcome, such as managing
the inflationary costs of the overall global demand and preparing for a safe return to
our usual places of work post summer.
As the UK prepares to look forward, post-pandemic and EU exit, we are observing an
acceleration in activity in the UK and the EU that will lay down the foundations for
policy, regulations and standards in the years ahead.
Our priorities are focused on the following topics:
Sustainability: Eco-design, Environmental Impact, Right to Repair and WEEE
UK Regulatory and Standards Divergence: Opportunities and threats.
Product Safety: Design, use, registration and recalls.
More than ever, we need coherent industry strategies to address the changes in
sustainability requirements and user demand. AMDEA is working with its members and
stakeholders over the summer to lay out the frameworks from which to deliver against
these challenges. Do get involved so that your opinions help shape our collective
future.
As we head towards the autumn, we are hopeful and excited by the opportunity to
restart face-toface conversations with many of you, either through AMDEA’s regular working group

meetings, representing our members at partner and stakeholder meetings or
supporting industry conferences and events.
I’m certainly chomping at the bit to jump on a train and enjoy some analogue human
contacts. There are some pleasures in life that the digital world can never replace.
I am delighted to welcome another new member to the AMDEA community. Midea
Group, a Chinese headquartered global producer of appliances, employing 135,000
people worldwide, and with operations in over 195 countries, is now an AMDEA
member. Our community continues to grow.
Enjoy the summer.
Regards
Paul
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EU Withdrawal

‘There shouldn't be divergence for the sake of divergence'
There are still a lot of areas that need work as we head towards the end of 2021 and
UKCA marking being mandatory.
AMDEA has been inputting on “placed on the market” interpretations as well as
“fulfilment centres” and the like. What’s really important is that there is someone
responsible in the market for consumers to come back to.
Northern Ireland continues to make the news and the details that members are having
to react to are clearly burdensome and we keep raising these to government.
On the positive side, the closer that government investigates how current systems
mirrored from Europe works, there may be more opportunities to develop better
systems through many of the ongoing consultations, as the UK looks to where it can
diverge.
AMDEA believes that there shouldn't be divergence for the sake of divergence, but
many of the areas consulted on will need new standards to make measures measurable.
AMDEA, with its members, will continue to review options for divergence where the
UK could trailblaze.
EU Sustainable Products Initiative (SPI)

In June, APPLiA, the pan-European trade association representing the domestic
appliance industry, held its summer sessions.
During these, it widened the audience for its planned proposal on having a ‘solar
system’ based on the EN 4555X series of standards to support the SPI. It met with
some headwinds.
Delegates who expressed concern felt that assessments based on each of the EN 4555X
series produced results in different ‘units’ and combining these ‘units’ is not
‘algebraically possible’.
AMDEA continues to monitor this and also any UK Government plans to introduce a
similar programme (or elements of it - e.g. the digital product passport).

Eco-design/Circular Economy/Environment
Defra consultation on Extended Producer Responsibility Scheme for
packaging

Following consultation with its members, AMDEA submitted a paper to Defra on this. A
summary of our submission is as follows:
We feel that the principle of ‘full net cost’ is exceeded in this proposal given the
range of activities to be funded by producers.
There is the potential for a £2.7 billion transfer of costs from local authorities to
producers. The possibility of these costs being absorbed by producers, and not
passed on to consumers, we feel is remote for larger items. An estimate of £20 for
packaging for a large appliance, given some of the margins on domestic appliances,
is not a sum that can be easily absorbed by a manufacturer.
The timeline for implementation, given that the Scheme Administrator will not be
in place until 2023 is ambitious. It also seems to take no account of the effect of
upcoming legislation (e.g. Plastics Packaging Tax) on changing behaviour. A later
implementation should be considered.
Producers having to pay for the collection of packaging in residual waste and litter
is unreasonable.
We feel that the legislation opens up the possibility of ‘freeriding’ by non-UK based
companies.
EU ‘Winter Package’ - eco-design and energy labelling
AMDEA wrote to its members in March of this year appraising them of the UK
Government's plans with respect to adopting the EU ‘Winter Package’ on eco-design
and energy labelling. For domestic appliance this relates to:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Washing machines
Washer-dryers
Refrigeration
Dishwashers
Electronic displays

BEIS has informed AMDEA that the timescales it was working to in March will be met,
i.e. the legislation will come into force on July 1 2021. It will be making an
announcement to stakeholders in the days ahead. AMDEA has been working with the
UK Government and explaining the details to them.
Eco-design for aircon and comfort fans
EU Regulations 206/2012 EU (Eco-design for air conditioners/comfort fans) and
626/2011 EU (energy labelling of air conditioners) remain under review. A stakeholder
meeting is planned for July 6 2021.
APPLiA's estimated timeline has not changed and the expectation is still that any

updated legislation will be announced in the Official Journal (OJ) in H2 of 2022.
AMDEA attended the recent CENELEC/TC 59X meeting on appliance performance. It
was noted that the Convenor of the comfort fans Working Group, who was from the
UK, had stepped down following a change of roles. It is expected that a call for
nominations will be issued in the coming weeks.
EU Eco-design (ED) and Energy Labelling (EL) of vacuum cleaners
The EU has announced that it will shortly (the intention being before the end of Q2 of
2021) start a consultation on ED and EL for vacuum cleaners. Suggested topic areas
within ED include extending:
1. The scope of ED to include robotic vacuum cleaners.
2. The material requirement sections.
As you may recall, the previous EL for vacuum cleaners was subject to a legal challenge
in the European Court of Justice and was struck down. We await the new proposals
keenly.
AMDEA will pull together a working group using new ways of working together, as
soon as information is available to build and represent AMDEA views at APPLiA.
UK Policy Study on energy related products (ErP)
AMDEA attended the June 2021 stakeholder meeting and again raised our concerns that
there was little in the way of detailed policy suggestions being generated to allow our
sector to fully engage.
The partners in this study are a consultancy, ICF, BEIS and Defra. We were informed
during the meeting that the Policy Study itself will not generate policy
suggestions. Instead, it will provide an evidence base for BEIS and Defra to formulate
policy ideas for ErP in the future.
UK All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on Microplastics

The APPG met in June with AMDEA attending. We subsequently submitted comments
on its draft report (that was subject to confidentiality before the meeting). The crux of
these comments are as follows:
1. There should be no mandatory requirements introduced until standards are in place
which facilitate a level playing field.
2.The problem is a global one. The industries affected are global. Therefore, the
standards should be developed at an international level. AMDEA, and its members,
participate fully in the international committees for appliance performance (IEC/TC 59
and CENELEC/TC 59X) as well as the UK mirror committee CPL/59.
3.The systems that need to be put into place, both for the Extended Producer
Responsibility Scheme (proposed for 2023) and for all new washing machines to have a
microfibre filter (proposed for 2025), are very challenging. Just one example - there is
no internationally agreed definition of what a microfibre is yet.
4.The overall cost of any solutions needs to be considered against any negative impacts
resulting in:
i. Increased energy use.
ii. Increased water use.
iii. Higher costs for consumers.
5.Any solution must have a net-environmental benefit.

6.The proposal to treat microfibres in laundry as WEEE, and that OEMs be incentivised
to collect them, is one we believe should be removed from the draft paper. Laundry
microfibres are not WEEE and need to be considered in their own right.
7. Any proposed solutions detailed in legislation should not constrain future
technological developments which could provide improved solutions.

Defra Waste Prevention Programme

AMDEA has put together a comprehensive response to Defra's overarching review of
the Waste Prevention Programme. The below is the executive summary of AMDEA’s
response and we will update on any follow-ups:
AMDEA members are appreciative of the broad picture review of Defra's Waste
Prevention Programme. It clearly highlights current ongoing and planned activity. Our
members would raise a few key points:
Businesses are still coming to terms with additional complexity due to Brexit. The
timings of some of the initiatives may further hinder trade.
The dangers and complexity of double regulation shouldn’t be ignored on subjects
like durability and recyclability which are already under review within eco-design.
There is a large stock of machines already in the market. These products are not
up to the same modern safety, performance and environmental levels. It may not
be safe, economically or environmentally viable to repair these products
Existing standards from the 4555X series should be used to underpin relevant
regulations.
Online retailers should be considered further with reference to WEEE.
Cost to the consumer needs consideration and including in any impact assessment.

Safety/Indelible Marking/Spares and Service
Safety - IEC TC61

On June 17 2021, the second of the IEC TC61 (Safety of household and similar
electrical appliances) web-only meetings ended.

The difference with the web-only meetings and the standard meetings were as
follows:
All National Committees had to work to a moving time zone meeting schedule for
fairness.
Each meeting was scheduled to be four hours long, with one meeting per day
with a sufficient break between meetings based on the moving time zone
meeting schedule.
The web-only meetings took longer to complete (this meeting took nearly twoand-a-half weeks, where normally it would take one week). Note: the first webonly meeting, which took place in Oct/Nov 2020 took about five weeks to
complete.
And by circumstance, there was a lot more general discussion on the tabled
documents.
AMDEA representatives joined all the UK meetings to represent UK views. The IEC
TC61 meeting proceeded as always with tabled documents, most of which were DC
(Draft for Comments) numbering 46 and CDV (Committee Draft for Vote) numbering
22 with comments by National Committees on the IEC 60335 series of standards and
reports from Sub-committees and Work Groups.
As an example, most important to AMDEA members from past TC meetings was
WG/SC involved with fires within large white goods.
The main trend of this meeting was the alignment of the Part 2s of the IEC 60335
series of standard with the IEC 60335 Part 1, which recently went through a major
updated to includes updates on connectivity.
Due to the global pandemic, the next meeting will take place Oct/Nov 2021, and this
will also be a web-only meeting.

BSI CPL61 Work Group on indelible marking - update
The work of the BSI CPL61 Work Group on indelible marking continues.
According to the minutes from the last meeting, chaired by AMDEA and dated May 28
2021, it was highlighted that the fact that what is requested for markings on
appliances (initially looking at refrigerators) for fire-resistance would have an impact
on the manufacturing process.
Therefore, it is important that non-manufacturers in the Work Group have a better
understanding of the complexity of manufacturing.
UK Product Safety Review - Call for Evidence

AMDEA has completed and forwarded to OPSS its input on the UK Product Safety
Review and it has been acknowledged.
As a reminder, the Executive Summary of the AMDEA input to the Call for Evidence is
as follows:

Executive Summary
Product safety is one of the cornerstones of product quality and is vitally important
that the consumer is protected. The following points are key to ensuring product
safety continues to be suitably regulated in the UK:
•Market Surveillance - required across any aspect of product safety as without it, the

regulations are not enforced. This is especially the case for overseas sellers and the
use of products repaired, refurbished or remanufactured with 3D printed
components.
•Voluntary standards are essential as they make products function better, ensure
compatibility with other products, safeguard consumer safety, simplify product
development, and increase speed to market. The process in producing them is open to
all interested parties, balanced, so there is no one single dominating interest group,
due process with adequate meeting notices, public policies/procedures, the appeals
process and consensus.
•Replacement parts – Whether 3D printed or otherwise, they need to be to the
specification as set by the manufacturer/standards. Counterfeit and/or low quality
parts should be captured in market surveillance. Consumers should also be warned of
the dangers of these sub-standard parts especially online.
•International trade – Care should be taken to avoid divergence for divergence sake
from EU and other countries safety requirements. This could place unneeded
requirements on manufacturers and additional cost for the consumer.
•Digital tools – The world is a much more digital place so digital tools should be used
more to show adherence to regulations.
The next stage would be the publication of the result of the Call for Evidence at some
point in the near future. When this date is published, AMDEA members will be
informed. AMDEA would like to thank its members for their input.
Spares and Service meeting
The latest Spares and Service meeting took place on June 2 2021 with the new Chair,
Robert Dymond of Beko. The highlight of the meeting was the guest speaker, Matt
Burnell of the Reuse Network, which supports reuse charities across the UK to help
them to alleviate poverty reduce waste and tackle climate change.
Also discussed at the meeting was carbon monoxide detection, changes to the AMDEA
Codes of Practices, training of repairers and future objectives for the Spares and
Service panel.

Smart
Internet of Things (IoT) safety standards

Following the announcement of the publication of PAS 1878 and PAS 1879 in the last
newsletter, a meeting of the BSI Committee responsible for the Internet of Things
(IoT/1) is to look at the development of IoT Safety Standards.
These IoT Safety Standards are seen as important to domestic appliances and will
involve looking at what is available internationally.

Campaigns and Events

AMDEA’s spring campaigns delivered record reach for our messages relating to the
new energy labels and Register My Appliance.

The use of educational messages with clear call to actions, promoted across a range of
AMDEA social media platforms, has helped to transform the impact our consumer
campaigns have.
We’re now working, in partnership with our member Consumer/ Campaigns group, on
our autumn campaign plans.
Our priorities will be linked to messaging on sustainable appliances, from production to
recycling and a continued push to grow the database of appliances via Register My
Appliance. More details will be shared before the autumn.

2050 Fridge of the Future conference

AMDEA has agreed to support and participate in the BEIS/ OPSS led ‘2050 Fridge of
the Future’ event to be held on September 16.
A joint in-person or remote-joiner event, co-hosted between OPSS, City University of
London, AMDEA and London Fire Brigade, the aim of the conference will be to bring
together a range of stakeholders to debate how the future of large white goods will
influence our homes and lifestyles, through sharing perspectives, identifying common
themes and interests and discussing how we will all need to work together to achieve
shared goals.
For further information and to register for the event, please click here.
Electrical Safety First's Connected Consumer Conference

UK charity Electrical Safety First (ESF) has announced the details of this year’s
Electrical Product Safety Conference, which will be themed around ‘The Connected
Consumer.’
The event will take place online from November 24-25 (9am-12pm) and will be free
to attend. To register for the conference, click here.
Now in its thirteenth year, the Electrical Product Safety Conference brings together
experts and leaders from across the industry to explore critical issues, solutions and
insights on the subject of safer electrical products – from conception, manufacture and
production to sale. AMDEA plans to support this event.
In addition, ESF is promoting the second year of its Safety Innovation Award to
recognise and reward excellence of product safety initiatives within the industry.
It is inviting applications from organisations that have developed an innovative
product or project that has or will make a demonstrable difference to improve
consumer safety. AMDEA CEO Paul Hide is one of the judges of this year’s Safety
Innovation Award.
The award is free to enter and entrants have the chance to showcase their innovation
at the Electrical Product Safety Conference, where the winner will be interviewed.
AMDEA is encouraging its members to participate.
To enter, please click here. The deadline for entries is August 28.

TRIC (Television and Radio Industries Club) events

The dates for this year’s TRIC events are as follows:
TRIC Awards: September 15
TRIC Christmas event: December 7
For more information on tables and sponsorship, click here.

Social Media

Follow and interact with AMDEA
on social media
We're on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and
now LinkedIn. Join in the conversation.

AMDEA Meetings
All AMDEA meetings are being held as
web conferences until further notice.
If you are not receiving invitations to the
meetings in this section, and think that
you ought to be, please e-mail your
regular AMDEA team member contact.
Please contact comms@amdea.org.uk if
you don't have a meeting invite, or want
to request being added to the group(s).
AMDEA meeting dates
July 6 - Joint TC and SAP
July 16 - Consumer/ Campaigns Group
Sept 8 - Spares and Service Panel
October 13 - AMDEA Board and AGM

October 22 - Consumer / Campaigns
Group
October 26 - Joint TC and SAP
December 1 - Spares and Service Pan
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