The Association of Manufacturers of Domestic Appliances



Welcome to our December edition

A message from CEO Paul
Hide
Welcome to our final newsletter of 2021.
We end this year with a mixture of hopes
and fears for the new year ahead.
On the one hand, the appliance industry
has enjoyed a very strong past two years
of trading and, even with the annualised
monthly sales tracking showing the market
is flattening out, we still expect this year
to be above 2020 in overall appliance
volumes.
Many of our members have enjoyed
another record trading year. Most expect
that in 2022, while we cannot expect to
see continued year on year growth levels,
overall demand is likely to remain strong,
probably higher than pre- Covid levels.
On the other hand, we can see the many challenges that lie ahead. As I write this, with
Plan B Covid measures kicking in, there is much speculation and uncertainty as to what
further restrictions may be brought in and how long these will last. There is no clear
Government plan to end this pandemic and the restrictions that we all face every day.
The booster roll-out is an admirable and ambitious target, but whether this moves us
from pandemic to endemic, no one yet knows.
Our industry will continue to face challenges in managing the availability, flow, and
costs of supply. We expect further price rises across our sector. With inflation expected
to reach 5% next year, probably above average wage inflation awards, the impact of
fast-rising home energy costs and increases in personal taxation will hit us all soon and
are likely to result in many households having to make choices on where their
discretionary expenditure is focused.

But, of course, we have collectively weathered this storm better than many sectors and
irrespective of the many challenges that lie ahead, we’re in great overall shape.
Next year, we expect an increased focus from UK (and EU) regulators in moving the
agenda forward in the areas of sustainability, eco-design, the circular economy and
recycling, consumer safety and UK divergence.
AMDEA’s objective is to remain proactive and ahead of the curve on these matters,
extending our influence and relevance to ensure we remain at the heart of these
discussions, representing our members’ interests across the UK nations and, via our
European partners APPLiA, within the EU.
AMDEA will also ramp up our consumer communications in 2022. We have campaigns
planned to support this industry's proactive net zero actions and targets, and we also
have a new Register My Appliance campaign launching in January. We are working on
messaging that will support better customer choices when purchasing appliances that
meet their needs, while supporting the move to lower carbon homes.
And finally, I extend the AMDEA’s team great appreciation to all our members,
stakeholders and public and private sector partners who have so willingly engaged and
supported us in our activities over the past year. We couldn’t do our job without you
and your collective input has been of huge value.
AMDEA wish all of you a restful and enjoyable Christmas break. We’ll be recharging our
batteries ready for the challenges of 2022, and we look forward to our joint and
continued collaborations.
Best Wishes
Paul
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AMDEA Team News
We're hiring…

AMDEA is hiring. We have roles for two Technical Officers and a Marketing and
Communications Manager.
Technical Officer
We are looking for someone to join the Technical Team, supporting our members and
engaging with our key stakeholder partners. Our key themes continue to be
sustainability, safety and UK regulatory divergence, so there is opportunity to work on
a wide breadth of interesting subjects in a growing hi-tech industry.
Consumers come from all walks of life and so do we. We hire great people from a wide
variety of backgrounds, not just because it’s the right thing to do, but because it makes
our organisation stronger. If you know someone who shares our values and our
enthusiasm, you could find them a home at AMDEA.
For more details on these opportunities, click here.

EU Withdrawal and AMDEA Strategy Groups
Policy exploration in the UK - the challenges that lie ahead

The processes of policy exploration are now being rolled out in the UK, where it is
finding its feet. UK Government continues to look for areas where the UK can
trailblaze, while UK businesses ask for stability as there is continued emphasis on the
supply chain issues, changing Covid restrictions and the preparations for UKCA
marking.
This does raise some challenges and we have seen more granular consultations in late
2021 on topics that sit under Safety, Eco-design, Energy Labelling and WEEE. The
Government's approach is to split out these granular consultations into more bitesize
chunks, but turnaround times are short. We are drawing on existing top-level
positions already created among members and look to more closely liaise with APPLiA
and standards makers on the detailed points.
The area of harmonisation of standards in Europe continues to be at issue with
singular objections from countries and is causing issues. However, in the UK there is
concern that the Government is looking to be quite unilateral on the designation of
the standards relevant to legislation and not always consulting with the relevant
standards groups.
AMDEA has already had to launch an objection to the designation of the dishwasherrelevant standards, as there was an error made in the EU harmonisation, and this has
been copied through. BEIS has accepted AMDEA’s objection and is making amends, so
it will be interesting to see how long it takes for the error to be amended by the EU
Commission.
AMDEA Strategy Groups

The first sessions of the AMDEA strategy groups on Sustainability, UK Divergence and
Product & User Safety were held in November. The purpose of these groups is to
develope a framework which benefits member UK and EU trading efficiencies.These
member groups will focus on:
Sustainability
Leading/promoting/creating an industry narrative which demonstrates the drive
to net zero.
Helping build a central depository for industry case studies and best practice
examples, demonstrating progress towards net zero.
Identifying priorities of where we seek to influence future outcomes on
policy/regulation/standards that relate to sustainability for appliance
manufacturers.
UK Divergence
This group is a sounding board for opportunities for positive divergence where

the UK can trailblaze.
Our focus is on opportunities outside of technical/ regulatory divergence (where
we are likely to wish to remain harmonised with the EU to avoid technical
barriers to trade).
Product & User Safety
Building the narrative that demonstrates continued industry safety improvements.
Support/collate industry data on safety-related topics.
Showcasing industry action.
Customer advice on safe appliance usage.

Environment, eco-design, energy labelling and sustainability
Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE)

Defra’s consultation on the UK’s WEEE Regulation will begin towards the end of Q1
2022.
We expect the main topics to be:
Eco-modulation.
Extended Producer Responsibility.
Kerbside collections.
WEEE collection costs.
Reuse/Refurbishment and spare parts.
AMDEA will be running member briefing sessions during Defra’s consultation period,
to include details of the topics under consultation, and therefore act as a vehicle for
generating AMDEA’s response to the consultation itself.

EU Sustainable Products Initiative
The latest information we have is that the SPI has now been delayed until March
2022. At a recent APPLiA meeting it was stated that it was now possible that any SPI
Regulation could include the issue of ‘Green Claims’, i.e, how environmental
messaging about products can be managed in order to ensure that consumers are
given relevant and factual information.
OPSS conference
OPSS recently held the ‘Regulating for Outcomes: Building Back Better’ conference for
local Trading Standards representatives.
Robert Gosling spoke on behalf of AMDEA about what net zero means for AMDEA's
members and shared information on the launch of AMDEA’s Sustainability site. The
message was very much that everyone has their part to play, from appliance owners
to Trading Standards.

Microfibres from washing machines

United Kingdom
AMDEA remain active in the work of the All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on
microplastics as it considers the issue of microfibres emanating from washing
machines.
Following the publication of its final report in September, the Chair of the APPG,
Alberto Costa MP, submitted a series of questions to Defra on its views on the report’s
recommendations (including one closely linked to the report’s recommendation that
all new washing machines, from 2025, have a microfibre capture filter).
The Defra Minister responded that the UK Government has no plans to introduce
legislation that would mandate the use of microfibre capture filters with washing
machines, and that it preferred a voluntary approach.
Following this, on November 30 2021, Mr Costa introduced a 10-Minute Rule Bill
specifically on the proposal that new washing machines be fitted with a microfibre
capture filter. This Bill was granted its first reading.
As it was a 10-Minute Rule Bill there was no requirement for Mr Costa to submit a
published Bill. If the Bill is to proceed, a published bill will be required for its 2nd
Reading (which will take place on January 21 2022).
10-Minute Rule Bills are a form of Private Members' Bill and often do not proceed
directly towards a change in the law (unless they have Government
support). However, they can be used to build momentum leading to the Government
picking them up and taking them forward. This topic is one that AMDEA will continue
to engage in very closely.
The European Union
France, along with Luxembourg, is looking at requiring washing machines to capture
microfibres by 2025. APPLiA recently met with the French Ministry and was asked if it
would assist with drafting of the legislation.
APPLiA is currently developing a position on the technical parameters that a
‘microfibre capturing washing machine’ should comply with. These parameters
include:
Size of fibre to be captured (not yet defined).
Percentage of fibres above the minimum size to be captured (not yet defined).
Whether the filter should function during all wash cycles (the APPLiA membership
is coming down in favour of this).
Whether the filter should be bypassed if the filter reaches capacity during a wash
cycle (to avoid the machine ‘shutting down’ mid-cycle).
F-Gases (Fluorinated gases)
The UK, via Defra, is currently carrying out a series of stakeholder meetings prior to a
formal consultation in 2022 on UK F-Gas regulation.
The last meeting looked at the UK's phasedown target (a 21%
reduction in hydrofluorocarbons (HFC) by 2030 compared with the 2015 level) and
any potential barriers to the UK reaching that target.
One potential barrier that was raised by Defra at the last meeting was the increased
take up of heat pumps (including heat pump tumble dryers).

As these contain F-Gases is there a chance that an effort to reduce CO2 emissions (i.e.,
promoting heat pump technology) could lead to the UK’s HFC reduction efforts being
jeopardised.
Defra seems to be more likely to try and ‘signpost’ producers to use HFC with a lower
Global Warming Potential value (compared to current HFCs), rather than using
regulatory levers.
Environment Bill

The Environment Bill has now been published in the UK and includes more measures
designed to monitor what is discharged into the rivers and sea by water companies
including during extreme weather events.
Defra will be busy in the coming months, using this as a mandate to push ahead with
certain areas. Below are some points that may be of interest to readers. As a top-level
Bill it is more about the powers granted to DEFRA than the details of the regulations
that will follow. These link to a number of areas that AMDEA are already working on,
and that could have impacts on producer requirements.
Defra will continue to work with BEIS and lead on material efficiency, WEEE,
repairability and durability requirements.
Areas of interest:
Office for Environmental Protection to be set-up to uphold/enforce environmental
law (Potentially DEFRA's version of OPSS).
Long-term targets to improve air quality, biodiversity, water, and waste
reduction and resource efficiency.
A target on ambient air PM2.5 concentrations.
A target to halt the decline of nature by 2030.
Environmental Improvement Plans, including interim targets.
A cycle of environmental monitoring and reporting.
Environmental Principles embedded in domestic policy making.
APPLiA Winter session

APPLiA (European Manufacturers of Domestic Appliances) held its winter sessions late
November. AMDEA is a core member.
The meetings were held over three days and covered the National Associations
committee, Small Appliance Division, Large Appliances Division, Heating and Cooling
Division and Joint sessions.

We’ve pulled out some of the main discussion points below:
Harmonised standards – issues remain around harmonising -2-14 and -2-9.
APPLiA remains engaged on the subject and apparent single country objections.
Sustainable Product Initiative – Durability, repairability, use of recycled
content. Product passport. The APPLiA project has started. As well as
methodology, there will be discussions about how much information is consumer
facing. Eco-design will still remain a part of this. There will be positioning
crossover with AMDEA, as the UK starts to put new policy in place. AMDEA and
APPLiA continue to work closely.
Taxonomy – Companies across Europe and the world are going to be asked more
and more to report on their Environmental and Social Governance, in the same
way that they report their financials.There are proposals in Europe looking at this
and what constitutes sustainable working within companies. There are
suggestions that companies engaged selling products with energy labels would be
seen as sustainable, however this approach wouldn’t aid companies where the
Commission hasn’t decided to regulate. Sustainable finance reporting is being
developed in Europe and then taken back to the G8.
Green claims – With more and more complexity and claims around what is
green and how claims are being substantiated this area may become more
regulated. In the UK,the Competition and Markets authority have recently
released guidance.
Fluorinated Gases (FGas) – Work continues in this area with the UK being on
the front foot.
Batteries regulation – Repairability, replaceability, common chargers and
possible requirements about spare parts availability continue. This is currently
being looked at separately to eco-design.
Guarantee/Warranty – Continued exploration across Europe by legislators as to
how to make this mandatorily longer. While there are new provisions in ecodesign for right to repair etc, other types of legislation such as Sales of
Goods/consumer rights would be more consumer-facing.
Microfibres capture on washing machines– A number of states across
Europe are reviewing what possible regulations could look like, including the UK.
APPLiA has kicked off research and standardisation work to support this area.
Plastic packaging – single use tax – EU regulators looking at how this could be
further applied in European countries. UK is one of the leading countries.
Right to Repair – More legislative proposals on the way - potentially outside of
eco-design and a requirement to supply more information to consumers, so they
are equipped to repair. New APPLiA working group being set up to concentrate
on this.
ROHS/REACH – Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) discussion
ongoing.
Drinking water directive – Being reviewed in Europe to harmonise.
Eco-design and EL timelines – General priority for the Commission is nondomestic products which don’t currently have any eco-design requirements,
kettles and non-tertiary coffee machines are not now on current workplans.
WEEE – EU review planned to start in 2022 – looking to ingrain best practice.

EU Energy-related Products (ErP) draft legislation

APPLiA has produced a rough estimate of when we are likely to see updated EU
Energy-related Products (ErP) draft legislation published for a number of appliance
categories. However, we expect to see early drafts in the first half of 2022. Timeline
estimates are as follows:
Tumble dryers – Q1 2023
Vacuum cleaners – Q1 2023
A/C, comfort fans and local space heaters – H2 2023 (Energy Labels), H1 2023

(Eco-design)
Cooking – Q4 2023
Water Heaters – H2 2023
November saw the end of the transition period for the UK’s adoption of the EU’s
Lighting Winter Package requirements.
The most significant development to report this month is the publication of BEIS’s
framework document on Energy related Products (ErP).
BEIS will firstly look at a select number of appliance categories (see below) to identify
if even greater energy savings can be made (compared to those resulting from
current legislation). The document contains illustrative examples (i.e., not policy
proposals just yet) including raising MEPS (Minimum Energy Performance Standards).
Following publication of the document (which AMDEA has circulated to members),
BEIS will be hosting a series of workshops between now and March 2022 in order to
engage with industry.
The appliance categories that will be the subject of the first series of workshops are
listed below (along with the month during which the workshop will be held). At this
time only lighting has been given a specific date:
December 2021
Lighting products (December 6 2021)
Commercial refrigeration
January 2022
Taps and non-electric showers
Servers
February 2022
Domestic cooking
Commercial cooking
Consumer information
Water pumps
Direct electric heating (tbc)
March 2022
Enforcement and compliance
Compressors (tbc)
BACS (tbc)
Heat emitters (tbc)

Safety / Standards, Spares and Service
Post-Fire Product Identification

Following recent interventions by AMDEA in the BSI working group on indelible
marking, this area is now starting to better explore the required focus.
There is still a lack of data as to whether there is a market issue that requires support

for an indelible mark or a clear ask around what information is needed.
AMDEA has recently supported the London Fire Brigade (LFB) in two cases where it
wasn't able to identify an appliance. AMDEA are jointly developing a Code of Practice
for post-fire identification, so that the party responsible for placing the product on the
market can be better contacted.This work will be primarily with the LFB and will be
rolled out to the other national fire and rescue services.

UK Product Safety review
The recent Government call for evidence had 158 responses from 35 trade
associations and 20 enforcement authorities.
There are two main parts to the response:
Recognition the system today is not agile enough for the new and different ways
products can be brought to market.
Recognition the system isn't nimble enough for the different technologies that are
being put on the market.
OPSS is pushing out more information and campaigns to consumers about awareness
of online marketplaces, as is Electrical Safety First (ESF), but there is much more to be
done on new laws and the enforcement of existing laws. AMDEA are supporting
Electrical Safety First’s campaign and signed a letter calling for better enforcement
and legislation in the area.
In terms of policy exploration, we’ve already seen the start of the exploration around
electronic labelling and how this might be used as a digital tool, but this has a long
way to run.
We expect to see more of these granular policy explorations as we head into 2022,
with topics around economic operator responsibilities, the balance of self-certification
vs conformity assessment and information sharing.
REACH - PFAS substances
The Health and Safety Executive (HSE), in conjunction with the Environment Agency,
has issued a Call for Evidence on the manufacture, importation and marketing of PFAS
substances in the UK, so as to support the UK REACH legislation.
PFAS substances are per and polyfluoroalkyl substances and can be found in a range of
consumer goods from cosmetics to packaging to non-stick cookware.They have also
been identified in the electronics and energy production sectors.
Members of the AMDEA Environment Panel have been sent details of the Call for
Evidence and the closing date for submissions is January 30 2022.
Spares and Service Group
AMDEA's member Spares and Service Group has been busy reviewing current and
future Codes of Practice. At the latest meeting, it finished the outstanding reviews and
has now published all the available Codes of Practice on the AMDEA website.
It was also agreed at the last meeting held on December 1 to produce an AMDEA
Code of Practice to support the selection of professional repairers.This will include
input on 3D printing, as this becomes more of a future opportunity for spares and
service.
If you’d like more information on our Code of Practice for professional repairers please
get in touch with Robert Gosling.

Consumer Group/Campaigns
New AMDEA Microsite on Sustainability

AMDEA’s sustainability microsite is now up and running here.
We launched the site last month, alongside a social media campaign and national press
coverage.
Social media generated over four million impressions and regional press circulation
exceeded a coverage level of 40 million. These are just the first steps in what is a
priority communication objective for AMDEA.
We’ll be expanding and promoting this industries achievements and developments
throughout 2022.
Register My Appliance

AMDEA will launch a new Register My Appliance (RMA) push in 2022.
This campaign, starting January 17, has four core objectives:
Maintain the momentum that drives consumer traffic via our RMA website to
register appliances.
Target both new and existing appliances in the home.
Re-engage over 400 industry partners in amplifying and supporting this important
safety message.
Support individual member mailer activities that drive additional registrations.
In addition, Domestic & General has commenced its RMA campaign through targeting
its database of partner brands, further supporting the reach of this important
messaging.

Events

AMDEA Events

All AMDEA events and meetings can be found on AMDEA’s member portal. If you're a

non member and interested in finding out more about our meetings and events that
are open to non members, please get in touch. Contact Us

Social Media

Follow and interact with AMDEA
on social media
We're on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and
LinkedIn. Join in the conversation.

Join AMDEA

Who are we?
AMDEA is the UK trade association for
manufacturers and distributors of domestic
appliances. Our members produce and
distribute consumer and commercial
appliances across laundry,
drying, refrigeration, floor care, heating
and cooling and a broad range of small
appliances. Our members represent over
80% of the UK domestic appliance market,
rising to 95% for large white goods. We
are incorporated as a ‘not for profit’
limited liability association, owned and
governed by our members.

What is our role?
Our role is to represent our members’ interests and objectives in all matters relating
to their trading activities within the UK. We also work closely with our European
partner organisation, APPLiA, to ensure that UK interests are represented across the
European appliance landscape and that we keep our members informed of all
requirements regarding trading across Europe. We exist to enable markets, build
networks and influence standards and regulation. Our aim is to always be relevant,
credible and influential.
Why join?
AMDEA has been representing our members’ interests for over 5 decades. We are the
‘Go To’ organisation for all matters relating to the domestic appliance industry, large
and small. Our primary role is enabling the most productive trading environment for
producers and distributors within the UK.
Our work includes:
Leading the creation and review of standards and regulation relating to the
placing of goods upon the market within standards and regulatory bodies.
Working closely with UK Government and related bodies such as Consumer
Interest Groups, Fire Brigades, Trading Standards; representing members’
interests and providing a conduit though which our members can engage with all
stakeholders.

Promoting the benefits of modern appliances to end users (consumers and
commercial) via campaigns and media activity, supporting sales and raising
consideration to purchase.
Running the industry ‘Register my Appliance’ website and portal which exists to
encourage consumer registrations of all domestic appliances, allowing households
to be contacted in the event of a safety recall or service requirement.
Market Data. AMDEA run a confidential market intelligence service, providing
monthly consolidated sell-in data by key product category, as well as annual
market forecasting.
Find out more
Want to understand more about how AMDEA can support your business? Get in touch
to arrange for a conversation.
Email us via: info@amdea.org.uk

Visit AMDEA
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