The Association of Manufacturers of Domestic Appliances

Welcome to our April Edition

A message from the CEO - Paul
Hide

In March, I visited the KBB show, held at
the NEC, in Birmingham.
This was last held in March 2020, just a
week before the UK went into the first
Covid-19 lockdown.
It was the last of such events for nearly
two years and it was so uplifting to see
people once again chatting and mixing
face-to-face.

Many of our members were present and exhibiting. All were able to use this event to
reconnect with both key customers and their own teams - a reminder of the social
networking benefits of an in-person event that can never be fully replicated through
the virtual world.
In spite of the terrible events that we are now witnessing as a result of the Russian
war waged against Ukraine and the likely negative impacts of global sanctions that
are rightfully being implemented, it was heartening to hear how many organisations
are making their own plans to support those most affected by this awful conflict.
Closer to home, the overall business mood remains upbeat. Supply chain constraints
will certainly remain challenging and upward price trends will continue. However,
overall demand across our members’ portfolio of products remains strong and in
spite of a slowing of the rapid growth of the past two years, our market sell-in
tracking continues to show year-on-year MAT volume and value growth in nearly all
large appliance categories.
Our homes will continue to remain the centre of our daily lives to a greater degree
than ever before. Yes, discretionary spend will be spread across a greater breadth of
sectors as a result of the continued global easing of Covid-related restrictions, but
we are confident that the additional value to our daily lives that appliances, large
and small, have delivered in the past two years will remain front of mind for many
householders.

WEEE
Sofies looks at ecomodulation to
improve UK WEEE performance
AMDEA, and several of its members, were
represented at a presentation which
allowed Sofies, the consultancy appointed
by Defra to investigate the viability of
using ecomodulation to improve the UK’s
WEEE performance, to outline its initial
thoughts on WEEE and ecomodulation.

Ecomodulation, in its simplest terms, is intended to encourage producers to design
and manufacture more environmentally-friendly products that are more durable,
reusable and recyclable. It does this by charging lower fees to the best performing
products with respect to these sustainability benefits.
Several countries have already tried ecomodulation with, so far, limited success.
However, it is something that Defra tell us that are keen to explore further. The final
report will be published before the end of this month and it is possible that
ecomodulation will be part of the UK’s wider WEEE consultation which is due to be
launched in the summer.

Packaging
AMDEA ‘Packing Unpacked'
session
In March, AMDEA held its ‘Packaging
Unpacked’ webinar which was very well
attended.
The topics covered included:
• A review of the current UK packaging
legislation.
• The UK’s Plastics Packaging Tax (which
comes into force in April 2022).
• Defra’s consultation on an Extended
Producer Responsibility (EPR) scheme for
Packaging.

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) for packaging
Following the consultation by Defra on an EPR scheme for packaging last year, it is
still considering the submissions (over 1,000 received). Partly as a consequence of
this, Defra has decided not to begin the roll out of the scheme in 2023, as originally
planned. We await further updates on alternative introduction dates and will be
keeping AMDEA members fully informed.

AMDEA Strategy Groups
Strategy Group meetings
AMDEA’s now established strategy groups
covering Sustainability, Product & User

Safety and UK Divergence are heading
towards their respective next meetings in
April.
Our next Sustainability Group meeting will
discuss and agree our messaging and
executions for our 2022 campaign plans.

EU Withdrawal
UKCA marking
Preparations continue towards the UKCA
marking deadline at the end of 2022.
We are supporting the Government to
measure how much CE marked stock and
spares has yet to be placed on the market
and may exceed the deadline. It hasn’t
been raised as a large concern for our
sector, but it is still a huge change for the
market to go through while there are so
many other supply chain issues ongoing.

Europe’s agenda on some policy areas is accelerating, with risks for Ecodesign and
energy labelling technical barriers to trade being put up on both sides, with the
potential for different scopes, generations of testing requirements and limits.
It is noted in Europe there is a renewed push on water heaters, local heaters and
vacuum cleaners to get the regulations in place before the Sustainable Product
Initiative is published, when the process for adoption would change.
The concerns raised by our EU association partners APPLiA and other stakeholders is
that by not reviewing whole drafts but only specific questions there may be key
points of discussion missed at early stages of drafting.

EU Sustainable Products Initiative
(SPI)
New EU initiative to affect
appliances
On March 30, the European Commission is
set
to
publish
its
long
heralded
Sustainable Products Initiative (SPI) that is
designed to replace the existing EU
ecodesign framework.
To bolster the alignment of national
systems,
EU Governments and the
European Parliament will be asked to
adopt a regulation that will not require
transposal into national law.

One of the proposal’s main aims is to extend the scope of the existing directive
beyond its energy-related focus to the broadest possible range of products. The
implications for appliances however, extends beyond a list of requirements likely to
cover: durability, reusability, upgradability, repairability, resource efficiency,
recycled content, substances of concern and carbon footprint.
It establishes, for example, new initiatives such as an EU digital product passport: a
set of data specific to a product that enables all actors along the value chain,
including enforcement and consumers, to access information relevant to them.
The SPI is part of a package of related measures that is now scheduled for staggered
release across the year, including proposed legislation on substantiating green
claims and on promoting consumers’ right to repair expected in the autumn.
Colleagues at APPLiA are preparing to respond to the proposal’s release on March
30. AMDEA will provide a briefing to members after we have had the opportunity to
assess the published texts.

EU Ecodesign and Energy
Labelling:
Vacuum Cleaners
New EU Ecodesign formula
This area is very much active again, as a
draft proposal for a new EU Ecodesign
formula has been circulated by APPLiA for
an EU Commission consultation forum held
on March 31, with a number of other
product categories also in discussion.

The draft, which has been shared with members, also details potential changes to
the Ecodesign regulation scope to include robots and battery-operated appliances,
as well as looking at circular economy measures such as use of recycled plastics and
spare parts provision.
It is noted the draft is not a whole regulation. The Commission is looking to prioritise
discussions on the label information first. AMDEA plans to host a meeting with
members towards the end of March, so we can provide our views to APPLiA.

EU Ecodesign and Energy
Labelling:
Cooking
AMDEA asks for members' views
Following a workshop hosted by BEIS,
AMDEA held a meeting in order to gauge
its members' views on three postworkshop questions from BEIS:

1. Does AMDEA support extending energy labelling to hobs (and in what
timescales)?
2. Does AMDEA support BEIS using this initiative to encourage the phase out of
gas cooking appliances in the UK?
3. Does AMDEA support maintaining the current Ecodesign exemptions (e.g. for
cooking appliances that also have a heat storage function)?

1. Hobs, under the current requirements, would all be rated within one or, at worst,
two bands. There is limited, if any, differentiation. Given this, we see no value in
Energy Labels being extended to hobs. If BEIS did extend the label to hobs we would
recommend the use of a unified label for appliances that comprise an oven(s) and a
hob. We would prefer a digital label.
2. We do not support this. Hydrogen is a gas, biomethane is a gas and both of these
can be produced and used more sustainably than natural gas. A ‘sledge hammer’
approach of ‘banning gas appliances’ could undo the research and development,
commissioned by producers (and not to mention BEIS itself), which can support the
successful roll out of these fuels. Encouraging further development in these areas
should be the way forward. Businesses need certainty and realistic timetables in
order to make the investment decisions which will allow the UK to benefit from its
leadership in these areas.
3. It was noted during the meeting that the exemptions were introduced at a time
when there were no applicable performance standards covering the appliances in
question. For items (c), small ovens, and (i), appliances using butane and propane,
delegates felt that the exemptions may no longer be required. The delegates agreed
to inform BEIS that this was AMDEA’s view.
These preferred answers are currently subject to wider AMDEA membership
discussion and approval. BEIS plan to consult further towards the end of this year.

EU Ecodesign and Energy
Labelling: Water Heaters, Tumble
Dryers, Air Con and Comfort Fans
and Local Heating
EU Call For Evidence: Water
heaters
The EU has launched a Call for Evidence
which suggests that the following topics
are to be considered by them as it reviews
legislation in the area of water heaters:

Updating the definitions and the energy efficiency measurement and calculation
methods.
Removing the least energy and resource efficient products from the market.
Including material efficiency requirements, such as spare parts provisions
Introducing a revised energy label scale from A to G (but leaving the A class
empty).
Simplifying the packaging label.
The Call for Evidence has been circulated to AMDEA members who are considering it
along with a draft position paper from APPLiA.

EU Regulation Title: Estimated dates for draft legislation to be
available
Ecodesign requirements for local space heaters - Ecodesign H1 2023 /
Energy Labelling H2 2023
Ecodesign and energy labelling requirements for household tumble dryers - Q1
2023
Ecodesign requirements for air-to-air conditioners, air-to-air heat pumps and
comfort fans -Ecodesign H1 2023
Energy labelling requirements for air-to-air conditioners, air-to-air heat pumps
and comfort fans - Energy Labelling H2 2023

Batteries Regulation
EU reviews batteries regulation
The EU review of its Batteries Regulation
continues. The issue gaining the most
attention amongst APPLiA’s members
(many of whom are also AMDEA members)
is the accessibility of batteries and who
should be permitted to access them
(professional repairers, consumers) so as
not to compromise an appliance’s safety
or ingress protection (IP).

The latest drafting includes a provision for appliances that are designed to operate
normally in a wet environment, and portable batteries shall be removable and
replaceable only by qualified independent operators.
The UK plans to review its own legislation in this area and this is like to occur later
this year. No definitive date has been set.
On a related topic, AMDEA are part of the BEIS button batter safety roundtabale
stakeholder group that has been formed to review and recommend on button
battery safety, particularly the risks of ingestion by children and the very serious
consequences of swallowing button batteries.

Environment
Water efficiency labelling and
limits
Following on from the Environment Act
being
published,
there
are
new
government targets for water use on the
demand side.
AMDEA has joined a DEFRA steering group
to discuss potential ways of adding new
water efficiency labels and limits to
different water using products (taps
(kitchen and basin); non-electric showers;
washing-machines and washer-dryers; and
dishwashers.)

The steering group includes a wide range of stakeholders including BEIS’s Ecodesign
and Energy Labelling team, who are putting together research on the consumer
take-outs of potential labels.
Much of the discussion at the first meeting was taken with the discussion of taps and
non-electric showers, with manufacturers asking for there to be room for technology
improvements that have yet to be brought to market, as well as incorporation of
energy, as some taps have the ability to save energy too.
We know consumers are keen to act more sustainably, but AMDEA raised that cost

impacts also need to figure into the research to illustrate any possible savings.

Right To Repair
European approach to right to
repair
Indications of a growing global concern to
address repairability and/or the right to
repair lie in recent proposals in the US and
Canada.
To build the knowledge share across the
Atlantic, AHAM (the USA appliance
association) invited APPLiA to run a
webinar, in March, on the European
approach.

In addition to a recap on the status of EU policies - including the upcoming
Sustainable Products Initiative (SPI – see separate article) - APPLiA referenced the
progress of European Commission efforts to develop a scoring system for
repairability, as well as similar initiatives in France, Spain and the Benelux.
Further upcoming initiatives being monitored by APPLiA and AMDEA include a new
legislative proposal assigning repair rights to consumers, the developing EU
taxonomy with criteria to define environmentally sustainable economic activities,
and a proposal to require corporate sustainability reporting.

Microplastics
UK All-Party Parliamentary Group
(APPG) on Microplastics
It was planned that Alberto Costa's MP and
Chair of the APPG - Private Members’ Bill
on microfibre capture filters would be on
the Order Paper for a potential second
reading on March
18, 2022.
However, there has been another delay
and it is slated to now come before
Parliament on May 6, 2022, although how
far up the order list and it's likelyhood to
be read, remains to be seen

Safety
Post-fire product identification
The planned pilot for post-fire appliance
identification of large appliances is
currently on hold while we are awaiting

comments on the Code of Practice and
trial set-up planned to run in partnership
with the London Fire Brigade.

BEIS/OPSS is particularly interested in the results and how the fire brigade would
include the identifications in the published statistics. The British Retail Consortium is
also interested as they have a number of members who sell and service large
appliances.
AMDEA has most recently supported the South Wales fire and rescue service with
the identification of a manufacturer in relation to a fire-damaged appliance and is
happy to work with other fire services on ad hoc identifications while the trial is on
hold.

What's on the IEC agenda?
Looking ahead to the upcoming CPL/61 meeting scheduled for April 5-7, 2022, there
will be many interesting proposals up for deliberation for our members.
With safety-related risks associated with use of appliances without user presence a
hot topic in recent times, a focus during the meeting will be changes being
recommended across several standards regarding remote operation of appliances
via public networks.
There are also some high-impacting proposals on the table, such as the proposal to
introduce new product categories in griddles, sandwich makers and crêpe makers on
IEC 60335-2-9.
Separately, an interesting update will be on the work being done to address fires in
household appliances including fridge-freezers, dishwashers, and tumble dryers.
Other points of discussion include an update to when members noted that there
were different interpretation between test labs regarding testing kettles with 'rinse
aid'.
AMDEA had sought an interpretation on this, and we are pleased to say that we now
have a Declaration of Conformity (DC) in place to clarify this.
On a separate note, there has also been several questions lately regarding cooker
hoods and in particular CL 30.101 of IEC 60335-2-31, discussing flammability
testing, and this will also be covered during the meeting.

Bringing products to market safely and recalls and corrective
actions
BSI has published the BEIS/OPSS sponsored standards PAS 7050 Bringing Products
to Market Safely and PAS 7100 Product Recall and Other Corrective Actions. These
publicly available specifications are standards that AMDEA has played a key role in
developing. They provide guidance for businesses acting as different economic
operators, as well as for regulators. They are available for free on the BSI website.

BSI standards access trial
AMDEA is working with BSI on a one-month trial for members of its British Standards

Online (BSOL). This would give view-only access to a wide range of relevant BS
versions of domestic appliance relevant standards.

Spares and Service
3D Printing facility visit
Taking advantage of the opportunity for
combined online and in-person meetings,
the March agenda of the Spares and
Service panel
included a briefing by APPLiA (the
Brussels-based
European
appliances
association) on its new Repair Manual
platform, as well as a post-meeting visit to
the London offices of iMakr.

One of the leading distributors of 3D printing technologies, iMakr presented its inhouse services to support product and prototype design, manufacture and scanning,
as well as its ability to recommend and source 3D printing equipment for any
challenge.
During the meeting, members discussed developments in UK and European repair
policies and welcomed initiatives to support the training of repair engineers, such as
the APPLiA manual and the HEEST training programmes.
The exchange of experience of training and apprenticeships will continue at the next
meeting, now rescheduled for June 8.

Campaigns / Consumer Messaging
Sustainability
AMDEA is currently working on the
extension of our sustainability and circular
economy messaging, with a particular
emphasis on helping appliance purchasers
and owners make the best decisions when
choosing,
using,
maintaining
and
recycling.
With energy prices set to rise for the
foreseeable future, we want to be able to
explain how smart choices will both
support our collective environmental
responsibilities and reduce energy usage.

Register My Appliance
To maintain momentum, following on from
an impactful January campaign week, our
messaging on the safety benefits of
appliance registration continues to run via
our social media channels over the spring
and summer, in advance of an additional
autumn campaign week.

Events
2050 - Appliances of the Future:
The Road to Net Zero
AMDEA, along with City University London
and BEIS/ OPSS, is delighted to confirm a
full-day industry conference on September
21, to be held at City University’s London
conference centre.

Following on from our successful 2050 Fridge of the Future conference held last
year, this year’s event, 2050 – Appliances of the Future: The Road to Net Zero, will
build on the themes discussed and focus on the challenges and actions in supporting
the pathway to net zero homes and the role appliances will play in achieving this
challenging, but important, objective.
The event will be ‘in-person’ and we are expecting to welcome up to 250 delegates.
To reserve your place and join our conference delegate list click the link below.

Register Here

Retra Conference 2022
AMDEA is proud to be this year’s main
Retra (Radio, Electrical and Television
Retailers Association) conference sponsor.

Celebrating 80 years of supporting the industry, this event (April 5, Double Tree by
Hilton, Coventry) will provide an opportunity for the UK independent electrical retail
community to come together, alongside consumer electricals manufacturers, to
debate the challenges and opportunities ahead. Paul Hide, AMDEA will present a key
note on Appliances: The Road to Net Zero.

AMDEA Meeting Dates (some events are members only. Contact
your AMDEA representative if you are interested in participating)
April 5 - Retra Conference (sponsored by
AMDEA)
April 21 - Consumer / Campaigns Group
June 8 - Spares and Service Panel
June 30 - Safety Liaison Panel
July 5 - TC and SAP
July 6 - AMDEA Board
July 14 - Consumer /Campaigns Group
August 17 - Safety - TC 61 doc review

Sept 1 - Spares and Service Panel
Sept 21 - 20250: Appliances of the Future
Conference
October 12 - AMDEA Board and AGM
October 20 - Consumer / Campaigns
Group
October 25 - TC and SAP
Novermber 23 - Electrical Safety First
Conference (supported by AMDEA)
December 1 - Spares and Service Panel
December 8 - Safety Liaison Panel
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