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1.  Introduction 
 
AMDEA Members occasionally receive notifications from retailers requiring that 
appliances are fitted with an approved BS 1363 plug, other than those having a rated 
current in excess of 13 A. 
 
2.  Background 
 
When the 1994 UK Plugs and Sockets Regulations were being formulated, AMDEA 
held a number of meetings with Government representatives to ensure that fixed 
appliances that were intended to be permanently connected to fixed wiring were 
excluded from the UK Regulations. 
 
Eventually the Regulations were published with the simple all-embracing exclusion 
stating that: 
 

Any appliance which is intended to be permanently connected to the fixed 
wiring of the mains system other than by means of a plug and socket. 
[Cf. SI 1994 No. 1768, Schedule 3(7)] 

 
We understand that one of the reasons for this phraseology was related to the 
requirements of the harmonised safety standard for appliances, EN 60335-1, sub-
clause 25.3, thus avoiding the necessity for the UK Government to list a deviation. 
 
3.  Requirements for Appliances 
 
Appliances have to be fitted with an approved BS 1363 plug unless they are intended 
to be connected to fixed wiring.  There are a few other specific exceptions.  It is 
logical that this exception can only apply to installed appliances.  It implies that the 
instructions provided with the appliance shall state how the appliance is to be 
connected to the fixed wiring and also that no reference is made on how to fit a plug. 
 
There are two basic methods of connecting an appliance to fixed wiring: 
 

1. The fixed wiring is connected to terminals in the appliance; or 
2. A flexible cord on the appliance is connected to the fixed wiring through a 

cable outlet box that may be switched or fused.  In this case, the appliance 
may be supplied with the cord fitted. 

 
The full details can be found in EN 60335-1 sub-clause 25.3. 
 
4.  Conclusion 
 
AMDEA consider that appliances will comply with the UK Plugs and Sockets etc. 
(Safety) Regulations 1994 (SI No. 1768/1994) if they are delivered as specified in this 
Code. 
 
A copy of this Code can be sent to customers when responding to their queries. 


